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1. PURPGSE AND SCOPE. To prescribe the decision-making
authority of Bureau personnel to order autopsies.

An aut opsy exam nation is ordinarily done in the interest of
practicing a high standard of nedicine. For exanple, the Joint
Comm ssion on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations requires
al | -approved hospitals to secure as high a percentage of
autopsies as possible. Title 18, United States Code, section
4045, authorizes the Bureau of Prisons to order an autopsy in two
specific situations as outlined in Sections 4.a. and 4.b. of this
Program St at enent .

2. DI RECTI VES AFFECTED

a. Directive Referenced

P.S. 6000.03 Health Services Manual (03/15/90)

b. Rules cited in this Program Statenent are contained in
28 8 CFR 549. 80.

3. STANDARDS REFERENCED

a. Anerican Correctional Associ ati on Foundati on/ Core Standards
for Adult Correctional Institutions: C2-4160:;

b. American Correctional Association 3rd Edition Standards for
Adult Correctional Institutions: 3-4375;

c. Anerican Correctional Associ ati on Foundati on/ Core Standards
for Adult Local Detention Facilities: C2-5191;
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d. Anerican Correctional Association 3rd Edition Standards for
Local Detention Facilities: 3-ALDF-4E-45;

e. Joint Conmm ssion On Accreditation of Healthcare
Organi zations, 1994 Accreditati on Manual For Hospitals, Volume I:
MS. 5. 1. 8. 3.

4. [AUTHORITY TO CONDUCT AUTOPSI ES §549. 80

a. The Warden may order an autopsy and related scientific or
nmedi cal tests to be perfornmed on the body of a deceased innate of
the facility in the event of homcide, suicide, fatal illness or
accident, or unexplained death. The autopsy or tests may be
ordered in one of these situations only when the \Warden
determ nes that the autopsy or test is necessary to detect a
crime, maintain discipline, protect the health or safety of other
i nmates, renmedy official m sconduct, or defend the United States
or its enployees fromcivil liability arising fromthe
adm nistration of the facility.

(1) The authority of the Warden under this section may not
be del egated bel ow the | evel of Acting Warden.

(2) \Where the Warden has the authority to order an autopsy
under this provision, no non-Bureau of Prisons authorization
(e.g., fromeither the coroner or fromthe inmate's
next-of-kin) is required. A decision on whether to order an
autopsy is ordinarily nmade after consultation with the attending
physi ci an, and a determ nation by the Warden that the autopsy is
in accordance with the statutory provision. Once it is
determ ned that an autopsy is appropriate, the Warden shal
prepare a witten statenent authorizing this procedure. The
witten statenment is to include the basis for approval.]

Wil e next-of-kin permssion is not required in these
ci rcunst ances, an attenpt should always be nade to obtain. If a
decision is nade to obtain the autopsy but the next-of-kin does
not desire one, the Warden's statenent so shall note that the
attenpt was nade.

[b. In any situation other than as described in paragraph (a)
of this section, the Warden may order an autopsy or post-nortem
operation, including renoval of tissue for transplanting, to be
performed on the body of a deceased inmate of the facility with
the witten consent of a person (e.g., coroner, or next-of-Kkin,
or the decedent's consent in the case of tissue renoved for
transpl anting) authorized to permt the autopsy or post-nortem
operation under the law of the State in which the facility is
| ocat ed.
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(1) The authority of the Warden under this section may not
be del egated bel ow the | evel of Acting Warden.

(2) When the conducting of an autopsy requires perm ssion
of the famly or next-of-kin, the follow ng nessage is to be
included in the telegramnotifying the famly or next-of-kin of
the death: "Permssion is requested to performa conplete
autopsy”". Also informthe famly or next-of-kin that they may
telegraph the institution collect with their response. Were
perm ssion is not received fromthe person (e.g., coroner or
next -of -kin) authorized to permt the autopsy or post-nortem
operation, an autopsy or post nortem operation may not be
performed under the conditions of this paragraph (b).]

In addition to telegramnotification, any dated nethod of
communi cation, such as telefax or witten el ectronics, would be
acceptable for next-of-kin notification or their response.

[c. In addition to the provisions of paragraphs (a) and (b) of
this section, each institution also is expected to abide by the
fol |l ow ng procedures.

(1) Staff shall ensure that the state |l aws regarding the
reporting of deaths are followed.]

The staff nmenber referred to above is the Health Services
Adm ni strator.

[(2) Time is a critical factor in arranging for an autopsy,
as this ordinarily nmust be performed within 48 hours. Wile a
deci sion on an autopsy is pending, no action should be taken that
will affect the validity of the autopsy results. Therefore,
while the body may be released to a funeral hone, this should be
done only with the witten understanding fromthe funeral hone
that no preparation for burial, including enbal mng, should be
performed until a final decision is nade on the need for an
aut opsy. ]

The Warden shall determ ne the best nmethod for disposition
of the body prior to an autopsy.

[(3) Medical staff shall arrange for the approved autopsy
to be perforned.

(4) To the extent consistent with the needs of the autopsy
or of specific scientific or nmedical tests, provisions of state
and local laws protecting religious beliefs with respect to such
autopsies are to be observed.]
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Due to the sensitive nature of autopsies within certain
religions, the institution Chaplain, prior to an autopsy being
performed, shall be consulted to apprise the Warden of any
religious issues or concerns which mght arise.

5. RECORDKEEPI NG Al docunentation, including autopsy results,
shall be filed in section 6 of the innmate's nedi cal record.
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